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United Nations
Q. Mr. President, you said today that some

Americans don’t appreciate the U.N. and
have made it difficult for the United States
to pay its dues. Were you talking about any-
body in particular, maybe like Senator Dole
and Mr. Gingrich? Did you have them in
mind?

The President. No, I was talking about
everybody who believes that we—that the
U.N. is, in effect, not important to the United
States and to our future. I believe it is impor-
tant to our future. I think it’s also important
that the United States and some of our
friends, especially Great Britain, have pushed
the U.N. for reform. And the Japanese have
supported that.

We like the idea that the U.N.’s budget
has been frozen and that the bureaucracy is
being reduced. And I think the people in
Congress in both parties who have pushed
for that were right, and they should be com-
plimented for that. But I think that having
launched this process of reform, if we want
to continue to have influence over it, at least
we have to pay what we owe here and pay
up our past-due obligations. That’s the point
I was making. I think that we are helped by
having a system of shared burdens through-
out the world, and I think most Americans
feel that way.

Q. Mr. President, did you discuss the Sec-
retary-General’s term when you met with
him this morning?

The President. I didn’t, because he and
everyone else knows our position. They know
it’s firm. There was nothing to talk about.

Q. In other words, there was nothing he
could say or do, sir, that would change your
mind perhaps after the election?

The President. There was nothing to dis-
cuss. Our position is clear and is set, and
there was nothing to talk about.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. at the
U.S. Mission to the United Nations.

Remarks in Freehold Borough, New
Jersey
September 24, 1996

Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank
you, in the back, for being here. Thank you,

way down under the trees, for being here.
Mayor Wilson, it’s great to be in Freehold.
It’s great to be in Monmouth County. It’s
great to be here with all of you.

I want to thank all those officials who are
here—Mayor Susan Bass Levin, Mayor
Cardell Cooper. Governor Florio, it’s good
to see you. State Chairman Tom Byrne, it’s
good to see you. Senator Ray Lesniak, State
Senator John Lynch, all the other legislators
and local leaders who are here.

Mayor Dave DelVecchio, thank you very
much for running for the Congress and for
making the stakes as clear as you have today.
I know one thing, if you’re representing this
district in Congress in January, I believe that
you will not vote for a Speaker of the House
who wants to enact a contract on America,
I think you will vote for the people of this
district and their future. And I thank you for
running.

I think we have some students here from
the Freehold Borough Regional High School;
thank you all for coming. You’ve got a big
stake in this election, and I’m glad you’re
here.

You know, I was told this morning when
I got up to come to New Jersey, after I went
to the United Nations—I’ll say more about
that in a moment—that this magnificent
monument commemorates George Washing-
ton’s defeat of a British general in 1778
named Sir Henry Clinton. [Laughter] And
I thought I would tell you here in the pres-
ence of these Revolutionary War reenactors
who come from the Delaware Valley—and
they did a great job today, let’s give them
a hand. [Applause] That may have happened
in 1778, but in 1996, Clinton is on the right
side of the battle for America’s future.

And so is Bob Torricelli. You know, I’ve
watched Bob Torricelli in Congress for 4
years now. I’ve watched him fight for legisla-
tion. I saw him sponsor legislation to require
48 hours as a minimum stay for new mothers
and their newborns. He and Senator Bradley
did that, and it’s going to be the law of the
land within about 48 more hours, I believe,
when the Congress passes that. It took 4 long
years, but I thank him for that.

I saw him sponsor legislation that I have
embraced to expand the Brady bill. The
Brady bill, which was also opposed by the
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leaders of the other party in Congress, basi-
cally says you have to wait 5 days while we
do a background check before you get a
handgun. Now, when we passed the Brady
bill, there was all this screaming and yelling
that we would be taking people’s guns away.
And 3 years later every hunter still has the
same gun, but 60,000 felons, fugitives, and
stalkers were not able to get handguns. Bob
Torricelli was right, and they were wrong.
And now, he and I believe that the Brady
bill ought to be modestly extended to say if
you have beaten up your spouse or your child
you shouldn’t get a handgun, either. And I
think New Jersey agrees with that.

I understand there’s been a little ad run-
ning in New Jersey about Bob Torricelli’s
vote for our economic plan in 1993. ‘‘That
one vote,’’ they say, ‘‘was the biggest tax in-
crease in history.’’ Of course, it wasn’t. The
biggest one in history was in 1982, under
President Reagan, and he supported it and
signed it. I wasn’t around.

But I’ll tell you this—let me tell you about
that one vote. The next time you watch the
ad, you see if you think it’s accurate, fair,
and complete. That one vote cut taxes for
5 times as many families in New Jersey as
it raised taxes on. That one vote made 90
percent of the small businesses in this coun-
try eligible for a tax cut when they invest
more in their business. That one vote gave
people in New Jersey who wanted to take
a chance on investing in a new company a
tax break for doing it. That one vote cut the
deficit more than any one vote in history.
We’ve now had 4 years of a declining deficit;
it’s the first time that’s happened since the
1840’s before the Civil War. That’s what that
one vote did.

That one vote—that one vote brought
down interest rates for car payments, home
payments, credit card payments, and busi-
ness loans. And that one vote is a big reason
that we have 101⁄2 million more jobs, the low-
est unemployment rate in 71⁄2 years, a 15-
year high in homeownership, record highs in
small business formation and the ownership
of businesses by women. Yes, that one vote
was a pretty big vote. It was the right vote
for America, and I hope you will remember
that.

And I’ll tell you something else about that
one vote. Because we have cut the deficit
from $290 billion down to $116 billion, that
one vote now makes it possible for us to bal-
ance the budget without hurting Medicare,
Medicaid, cutting back on education or envi-
ronmental protection, and to give targeted
tax cuts for childrearing, to pay for the cost
of college education, to pay for health care,
to pay for buying that first home, and to say
to people when you sell your home with a
reasonable gain, you’ll never have to pay
taxes on that again. That’s what that one vote
did. Don’t forget that one vote.

So every time you see an ad, ‘‘that one
vote’’ ought to be a paid political commercial
for Bob Torricelli and everybody else who
had the courage to put America’s future over
short-term demagoguery. We’re better off
today than we were 4 years ago. How could
anybody dispute that?

My friends, 4 years ago when I came to
New Jersey and asked for your support, I said
I had a simple vision for our country on the
edge of a new century. I wanted us to go
into the 21st century with the American
dream alive and well for everyone who was
willing to work for it. I wanted us to go into
the 21st century as a country that respected
our diversity and relished it, that was coming
together more closely as a community, not
drifting apart as so many other nations of the
world are. And I wanted us to continue to
be the world’s strongest nation for peace and
freedom and prosperity.

And I say to you today the strategy we
adopted, opportunity for all, responsibility
from all, and a community in which every
person has a role to play and a part, is work-
ing. We not only have a stronger economy,
the crime rate has gone down for 4 years
in a row; the welfare rolls are down by nearly
2 million; child support collections are up by
$3 billion, 40 percent. There are no Russian
missiles pointed at the children of the United
States. And today I became the first head
of state to sign the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty to ban all nuclear tests for-
ever.

Now, this did not happen by accident.
These things happened because we changed
the way Washington works. We got out of
‘‘who’s to blame,’’ and we asked, ‘‘what can
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we do about our problems?’’ We invited ev-
eryone to help us. We invited everyone to
put aside their partisanship, their extremism,
to roll up their sleeves and tackle America’s
problems, seize America’s opportunities. It
worked. That’s why we’re on the right track.

Now, you have a great choice to make. And
it has been clearly, and I must say, candidly
articulated, not just by me but also by my
opponent: Are we going to build a bridge
to the future or a bridge to the past? Are
we going to say, ‘‘You’re on your own out
there. We can’t afford things like family
leave,’’ or are we going to say, ‘‘The First
Lady’s right. It does take a village to raise
our children and to build up our country.’’

You have to make this decision. You heard
what Meryl said. My distinguished opponent
voted against the family leave law four times
and said this year he still did the right thing,
said it was bad for business. Well, you tell
me how it can be bad for business. Since
we adopted the family leave law, we’ve had
101⁄2 million new jobs, a record number of
new small businesses in each and every year.
I think it’s good for business if people can
succeed at home and they’re not worried sick
about their children all day long while they’re
at work. I think it’s better for America if peo-
ple are good parents. I think they’re better
workers, they’re more productive workers,
and this is a stronger country.

But to believe that, you have to believe
that we have common responsibilities to give
each other the conditions and the tools we
need to make the most of our own lives. It
is the big question in this election. And we
have to come to grips with that. We’re cele-
brating family leave today because 12 million
times, families in America have said to their
employers: I’m sorry, but I’m about to have
a baby; my wife’s about to have a baby; my
children are sick; my parents are desperately
ill; I’ve got to have just a little time off; I’ll
be back to work as quick as I can. And they
didn’t lose their jobs for that. Is that so bad?
I think that makes us a better, stronger, more
powerful country.

You hear people talking all the time about
family values. Well, if we’re going to talk
about family values, shouldn’t we value fami-
lies? Is there anything more important in life
than doing a good job of raising our children?

I never go anywhere in America—never—
that I don’t meet families who have at least
one or two examples in their own lives where
they have felt the wrenching conflict be-
tween their responsibilities to their children
or their parents and their responsibilities at
work.

This is just a small step to say in America
we want people to succeed at home and at
work. In America we know most parents
work and most parents have to work. In sin-
gle-parent or two-parent households, we just
want them to be winners with their kids and
winners at work. And if you give us 4 more
years I’d like to see the family leave law mod-
estly expanded. I think it would be a very
good thing if parents could also take a little
time off from work to go to regular meetings
with their children’s teachers and make regu-
lar doctor appointments with their children
or their sick parents. It would make us
stronger and our economy stronger.

All across the spectrum, if you look at what
is at stake here, I offer you a bridge to the
21st century that you have to help build, no
guarantees but opportunity and the challenge
of responsibility and the reminder that we
have to do it together. Think about our econ-
omy. If I had told you 4 years ago we’d have
101⁄2 million new jobs, a 71⁄2-year low in un-
employment, virtually no inflation, the lowest
combined rates of unemployment, inflation
and home mortgages in 28 years, you’d have
said that’s pretty good, bring it on.

But we can do better. We can grow the
economy faster. We can offer opportunity to
those who have still not participated in the
economic recovery. And now that we have
passed a welfare reform law that says to poor
families we’ll keep guaranteeing health care
and nutrition, and child care if you go to
work, but now the check itself goes to the
State, and communities have to devise a way
to move able-bodied people to work, we have
to create jobs for those people. We cannot
permit the children to be hurt. We have to
give their parents a chance to go to work,
the same chance that all the rest of us want
in life. That is what we must do. And I hope
you’ll help me build that bridge to the 21st
century.

We can—let me say again—we can bal-
ance the budget, and we must. That keeps
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the interest rates down. That keeps your
home mortgage rates, your car payments,
your credit card payments, your business
loan rates down. But we have to do it in a
way that does not divide this country or com-
promise our future. That means protecting
Medicare and Medicaid. It means investing
in education. It means investing in environ-
mental protection. It means investing in re-
search and technology.

Let me just tell you, just in the last couple
of years there have been breathtaking ad-
vances in medical research, in the treatment
of people with spinal cord injuries, in breast
cancer, in dealing with AIDS. The life ex-
pectancy of people with HIV has more than
doubled in the last 4 years, thanks to medical
research and the rapid movement of drugs
to the market. Just recently, for the first time
ever, a laboratory animal with a severed spi-
nal cord had movement in its lower limbs
because of nerve transplants.

We have got to keep investing in these
things. In the nonmedical area we are about
to build a supercomputer with IBM, the
United States and IBM—listen to this—that
will do more calculations in one second than
you can go home and do on your hand-held
calculator in 30,000 years.

The world is changing. And we owe it to
the future to continue to invest in making
sure that America stays at the head of the
pack in new technologies, new opportunities,
and new jobs for the American people and
new adventures for our children. And we
must do that.

We have to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury that does more of what I saw in
Uniontown when I visited the school there
not very long ago, right here in New Jersey.
I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
that gives all of our children the best edu-
cational opportunities in the world. We want
to hook up every classroom and every library
in America to the information superhighway,
to the Internet, to the World Wide Web.

Let me tell you what that means. It means
for the first time in history, the children in
the most remote rural districts and in the
poorest urban districts will have access to the
same information in the same way at the
same quality in the same time as every other
child in America. It will revolutionize edu-

cation. And we intend to do it if you will
help us build that bridge to the 21st century.

We want to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury in which every American can go to col-
lege, every American of any age. And we pro-
pose to do it in the following way:

Number one, more people than ever will
be able to save through an IRA and withdraw
from that IRA tax free if the savings are used
to pay for college, medical care, a first-time
home.

Number two, we’re going to say in the next
4 years we want a community college edu-
cation to be just as universal in the United
States as a high school diploma is today. Ev-
erybody needs more than a high school di-
ploma today and here’s how we’re going to
pay for it. We want to say to working Ameri-
cans, ‘‘If you go to a community college, you
can deduct from your taxes dollar-for-dollar
the cost of tuition at a typical community col-
lege in the United States.’’ We can do that—
no bureaucracy, no extra hassle. And we can
pay for it in the balanced budget amend-
ment.

And finally, we want to permit every family
to deduct the cost of college tuition, any kind
of college, undergraduate or graduate school,
up to $10,000 a year from their taxes so that
we can educate our people. Will you help
me build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

We want to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury of responsibility, which means that we
have to continue to resist the efforts to stop
our anticrime program. You want to know
what a big issue is in the Senate race here
and in this Congress race? For reasons that
absolutely elude me, after 4 years of a declin-
ing crime rate, when our strategy embodied
in the 1994 crime bill to put 100,000 police
on the street, have ‘‘three strikes and you’re
out’’ and other tough penalties, ban the as-
sault weapons, and give our kids some pre-
vention programs—that strategy was written
by law enforcement officers all over Amer-
ica—for reasons that elude me, for the last
2 years the leaders of the other party in Con-
gress have done everything they can to repeal
it, to stop the 100,000 police program in its
tracks. I do not understand that.

But if you want a reason to support these
two men, that’s a good one. We’ve got the
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crime rate coming down 4 years in a row.
If we can bring it down 4 more years in a
row, it might just be bearable for Americans.
I think we should finish the job of putting
100,000 more police officers on our street.
And I hope you’ll help me build that bridge
to the 21st century.

I hope you’ll help Bob Torricelli expand
the Brady bill to cover those people who
abuse their spouses and their children. They
should not have guns. Torricelli was right:
4 more years, and we’ll get that done. I hope
that you will help us to do things, in short,
that will say to the American people, we want
everybody to be more responsible.

Finally, let me say we need to prove that
we can go forward together as one commu-
nity. A big part of that is the family support
system we talked about, family and medical
leave. Something else I’d like to see done,
a lot of our people today have to work and
want to work to get overtime. A lot of people
have to do it just to keep their jobs. I’d like
to see more options for the workers to take
some of that overtime if they want to, and
it’s best for the family, in time at home with
their kids and their parents instead of pay
if they decide that’s what they need to keep
their families together.

We have to look for new and exciting and
innovative and different ways to grow this
economy and support families as they meet
the struggles and the challenges of the 21st
century.

The last point I want to make about that
is that perhaps nothing defines us so clearly
in terms of our commitment to going forward
together as whether we’re committed to a
clean environment for all of our people. I’m
proud of the fact that since this administra-
tion has been in office, millions of people
are breathing cleaner air; we passed a safe
drinking water bill; we passed a pesticide
protection act; we modernized the meat in-
spection standards for the first time in seven
decades.

We have added to the national park system
and protected our most precious national
treasures, and we cleaned up more toxic
waste sites in 3 years than the previous ad-
ministrations did in 12. But I am not proud
of the fact that there are still 10 million

American children living within 4 miles of
a toxic waste site. That is wrong. And if you
give us 4 more years, we intend to clean up
the 500 worst sites so we can say America’s
children are growing up next to parks, not
poison. Every child in America is entitled to
that, and I want you to help us build that
bridge to the 21st century.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have loved being
here today. I’m sorry that some distant ances-
tor of mine strayed in the Revolutionary War,
probably was just being loyal to where he
was born. But 200 years later, I’m mighty
proud to be here with you, proud to be rep-
resenting the people of New Jersey, grateful
for the support you have given me, and ask-
ing you to think among yourselves not about
party, not about politics, but about what you
want our country to look like when we start
a new century in a new millennium, and what
you want America to be like when your chil-
dren are your age. That is all that matters.

I believe, as strongly as I can say, that if
you want the kind of America I believe you
do, we’ve got to build a bridge to the future.
We can revere our past, but we can’t recap-
ture it. The best days of America are still
ahead.

The children in this audience today, many
of them will do jobs that have not been in-
vented yet. Some of them will do work that
has not been imagined yet. All we have to
do is to build the right kind of bridge that’s
broad enough, big enough, and strong
enough for all of us to walk across. I hope
you will help me build it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at the
Battlefield Monument at the Monmouth County
Courthouse. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Michael Wilson of Freehold Borough; Mayor
Susan Bass Levin of Cherry Hill Township; Mayor
Cardell Cooper of East Orange; Mayor David M.
DelVecchio of Lambertville City; former Gov-
ernor Jim Florio of New Jersey; Brendan (Tom)
Byrne, Jr., chair, New Jersey Democratic Party;
and Meryl Frank, who introduced the President.
A portion of these remarks could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 11:12 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P39SE4.025 p39se4



1853Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 25

Remarks at Robert Morris College in
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania
September 25, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you, Secretary
Rubin. First let me start with first things first.
Thank all of you for showing up and thank
you for your enthusiasm and your warm wel-
come. It’s good to be back in western Penn-
sylvania. Thank you.

Thank you, Secretary Rubin, for your great
leadership on economic policy and for your
remarks here today. Thank you, Congress-
man Frank Mascara, for representing the
people of western Pennsylvania so well and
for being what we need more of in Washing-
ton, a genuine gentleman and an honest pub-
lic servant who really cares about the people
here. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Tony Gliozzo, for your fine re-
marks. I wish you well. I’d let you be Presi-
dent if you’d let me be 22 again. [Laughter]
I’d take my chances. [Laughter] I was talking
to Tony about his studies here at Robert
Morris, his career ambitions. Every time I
have a chance to meet with young people
in America it reinforces my faith about our
future, and I thank you for being up here
with us today.

I’m delighted to be joined by Pittsburgh
Mayor Tom Murphy and Allegheny County
Commissioner Mike Dawida. Thank you
both for being here. And there are a lot of
others here—I don’t want to get into a name-
calling contest even in a positive way, but
I want to thank my good friend, the former
mayor of Pittsburgh, Sophie Maslaw, for
being here; and George Becker, the presi-
dent of the United Steelworkers, thank you,
George, for being here. Ron DiNicola is
here. I thank you all for being here. And Dr.
Nicholson, thank you for welcoming us to
Robert Morris, sir. We’re delighted to be
here.

I never had a bad day in western Penn-
sylvania. I always love coming here. But I
know that for many people this is a sad day
in the Pittsburgh area because Jim Leyland
is managing his last home game for the Pi-
rates today. And after 11 years and three divi-
sion championships, a man who worked hard
and never tried to grab the credit, and built
a quiet reputation as one of the best people

in baseball, let me just say I admire him, and
I wish him the best. And I know all of you
do, too.

As has already been said by Tony, Robert
Morris was one of the most important fin-
anciers of our American Revolution. He was
the first budget balancer, also. He actually
resigned from the Continental Congress in
1778 because he thought they were printing
too much worthless money. And because of
his own economic achievements, he was real-
ly one of the founders of the remarkable
American economy, which has sustained us
and become the envy of the world over 220
years.

All of you here who are students and
teachers and who work in other ways at Rob-
ert Morris are carrying on that spirit by
studying business and working hard to pre-
pare yourselves for the remarkable opportu-
nities of the 21st century.

Today I want to talk to you for a few min-
utes about the subject that Secretary Rubin
mentioned, how we can provide greater op-
portunities for Americans to save, to increase
investment growth and personal security.
And I want to do it in the context of how
we can build a bridge to the 21st century
with a strong American economy that every
person who is willing to work hard has a fair
chance to participate in and to benefit from.

Four years ago, just before the Presidential
election, I came to Pittsburgh, just about 4
days before the election, and said that I had
entered that campaign because, and I’d like
to quote, ‘‘I didn’t want my daughter to grow
up to be part of the first generation of Ameri-
cans to do worse than her parents, because
I knew we could do better with more oppor-
tunity and more responsibility and a stronger
American community.’’ Well, today I’m here
to tell you that I’m not worried about that
anymore because America is on the right
track and our children are going to do better.

Four years ago our economy was stalled:
New job growth was the slowest since the
Depression, wages had been stagnant for half
the work force for nearly two decades, our
working people were becoming more divided
economically, the deficit was at an all-time
high, the debt had been quadrupled, cyni-
cism was rising, our people were working
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